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Efféct of Soil Moisture Content to the Growth of
The Seedlings of Tung-oil-tree Aleurites fordii
En-Feng Chen

Investigation was conducted to study the effect of soil-moisture content in
relation to the growth-rate of tung-oil-tree seedlings. Pot culture, which was
separately filled with sand, loam and clay soil, was used. Both of direct
seeding and transplanting was tested. Three treatments of moisture content for
these pots filled with sand and loam were 509, 809, and saturated, respec-
tively. Four treatments of moisture content were made for the clay soil.
These were 409, 609, 809, and saturated, respectively.

The preliminary experimental results indicated that the growth of the
tung-oil-tree seedlings in the sand and loam was much better when the
percentage of moisture content of these soil was fifty in percent. Probably
the desirable moisture content for growth may be less than fifty in percent.
The experimental results also pointed out that the moisture content of clay
soil at the range of fourty in percent seemed to be too high for the growth
of tung-oil-tree seedlings. Therefore no significant difference was obtained
between the four treatments. However, a‘general conclusion may be given
that the seedlings of tung-oil trece seems to grow better under well-drained
soil conditions. '

Finally an uniform growth of the tung-oil-tree seedlings may be secured
by sowing seeds directly rather than transplanting with seedlings.



