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RAPID DETERMINATION OF CHLORIDES IN SALINE SOILS
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The extraction of soluble salts in saline soils is usually done by distilled water in 1:2.5
or 1:5 soil-water ratio. Filtration of soil-solution is a time consuming process, especially
in soils of clayly type.

Present recommendation used 0.2%, calcium nitrate solution as an extractant instead
of distilled water. Owing to the flocculation of soil clay by calcium ions, without inter-
ference on the solubility of soluble salts in soils, it gives a perfect clear supernatent solution
upon standing. A definit volume of the supernatent solution is then pipetted out.
Bicarbonate and carbonate -are titrated with standard nitric acid solution. Chloride is
measured by standard silver nitrate solution in the same aliquot. Results obtained by

the recommending method give good agreements in comparison with usual procedure.



