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MOISTURE REGIME OF PLANOSOL (A BLEACHED SOIL)
AND ITS ADJUSTMENTS

Su Teh-chang

Summary

The precipitation is known as the main source of water for the planosol (a
bleached soil). According to the nature of the soil moisture regime, the annual
moisture cycle of the planosol may be divided into two periods, i. e. the frozen period
and the crop growth period at summer and autumn. These two periods can be also
subdivided into five phases. The former period involves two phases: the freezing and
thawing of the soil, while the latter period ccntains three phases: lower moisture in
early-summer; an excess of soil water in mid-summer and a humid soil condition in
late-autumn,

In the course of these five phases, a drought between two waterloggings is a com-
mon occurence. In agricultural production, it is necessary to take some appropriate
adjustments in accordance with the rule of the changes in soil moisture, that is, for
example, to properly adjust the soil moisture especially in winter and spring; to
prevent the evaporation of water in early-summer, and to drain surplus water in sum-
mer and autumn. With these adjustments such natural adversities as drought and
waterlogging can thus be checked and a promising harvest will be assured.



