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PRIMARY STUDIES ON THE EVALUATION METHOD OF
SOIL RESOURCES IN GUIZHOU PROVINCE

He Tong-kang

(Nanjing Inststute o} Soil Science, Academia Sinica)

Summary

The present article deals with the study on the evaluation method of soil resources based
on the soil map of Guizhou province on the scale of 1:500,000 and supplementary soil surveys.
The main points obtained in this study are summarized as follows.

1. Firstly, the principles of soil resources evaluation should be decided according to the
natural and economic characteristics of the district. Reasonable evaluation method which invol
adoptation of suitable system, factors, criteria and procedure of evaluation should be consistent
with the principle of evaluation.

2. The sclection of factors in the evaluation is of most importance for the high quality
and precision of the evaluation. The factors used in this study include: Characteristics of soil;
characteristics of soil and land, and characteristics of land. It is suggested by the author that
the factors should be adopted according to requirement of the scales of the soil resource map,
i.c., the characteristics of soil may be used for the map of larger scale, while that of soil and
land for the map of middle scale, and that of land for the map of small scale.

3. The cvaluation system includes four categories:
Order—indication of proper utilization types based on the natural and economic characteri-
stics; '

Class—indication of difference on the quality of soil resources under same type of utiliza-
tion;

Grade—indication of the types of factors which limite the soil productivity;

Variety—indication of the intensity of limitation mentioned above.



