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Table 1 Basic horizons of fluvo-aquic soil in alluvial plain
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Table 2 Basic horizons of red carth in lower hill region (on Quaternary red clay)
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Basic horizons Principal morphological features
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Table 3 Basic horizons of mouatain soil
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Basic horizans Principal morphological features
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Table 4 Basic horizons of paddy soil (on Quaternary red clay)
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ON THE CLASSIFICATION OF SOIL AT SOIL SPECIES LEVEL

Zhou Mingcong, Du Guohua and Wang Haoging

(Institute of Soil Science, Academia Sinica, Nanjing)

Summary

The patterns of solum structure for distinguishing taxa at soil species level consist of
basic horizons including surface (ploughing) horizon, and other special horizons, which are
naturally differentiated and arranged within the soil profile. For comparative study, the thic-
kness and position of the basic horizons and special horizons in the profile of a depth of 1m.
are delimited and defined according to the criteria designed especially for delimitation of
the pattern of solum structure. Within a soil genus, the pattern of solum structure is the
basis for distinguishing soil species, Under the conditions of soil formation including the in-
tegrated influence of natural factors and human activity, the development degree of the dia-
gnostic horizons combined with the differences of soil fertility in surface (ploughing) hori-
zons may setve as the criteria for distinguishing soil species. In this paper, the procedure for
classification of soil at the soil species level is discussed.



