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RETROSPECT AND PROSPECT OF SO IL GEOGRAPHY IN CHINA

Zhang Ganlin'  Shi Xuezheng Gong Zitong
(State Key Laboratory of Soil and Sustainable Agriculture, Institute of Soil Sciencg Chinese Acadany of Sciences Nanjing 210008, China)

Abstract The core of il geography is the study of il changes in pace and time, which aims in the prediction of
il behaviors under various ecosystans and human activities, and in the effective management of il reources The de-
velopment of il geogrgphy in China has experienced several important phases In 1950 s, regional il reconnaissance
urvey and natural resource urvey had laid a lid foundation for the recognition of the major il typesand their distribu-
tion lavs In 1980 s just after the restoration of the nation’ s scientific activity, the launch of the second national il sur-
vey progranme had boosted the revival of il geogrgphy in China, including aimost all agpectsof it such as @il genesis,
classification, mapping and ramote snsing. A s a project anerged in that period, the study of* Chinese Soil Taxonamy”
had prevailed nearly 20 years thereafter and had acted as an important engine of il geography development in China
Since 1990, the emergence of newv methods and technologies, represented by’ 3S’ technology, have driven il geography
development until to date, which enables a dramatic evolution in depicting il variation with as complete aspossible data,
nev visions and much more convenient gpplication possibilities It isperceived that the development of il geogrgphy in
China in the near future should, in face of the fact that il reurces asamajor limit o the sustainable development of the
country, focuson the changes of il quality and functions under changing ecosysteans and intensive human activities, on
il inventory down to basic il categories, on the digital mgpping and effective managament systems, for sustainable il
reource management, envirormental conservation and global change mitigation.

Key words Soil geogrgphy;, Soil genesis Soil megpping, Soil infomation system; Retrogect; Progect



