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Abstract:  Objective The contents of background chromium(Cr) and manganese(Mn) oxides in latosols are high. The
dissolution of Cr and subsequent oxidation of Cr(IIl) in the soils may occur to produce Cr(VI) with high toxicity, thus, posing a

threat to the surrounding environment and humans. Therefore, this study aimed to study the dissolution of Cr and the oxidation of
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Cr(Ill) in latosols collected from Yunnan, Hainan, and Guangdong Provinces to understand the ecological and environmental risks
associated with chromium in latosols. Method The dissolution of Cr was investigated using batch experiment , while both batch
and incubation experiments were used to investigate the oxidation of Cr (Ill') in the soils. The concentration of Cr in extractants
was determined by an atomic absorption spectrometer. Also, dithionite-citrate-bicarbonate (DCB) extraction and electron probe
scanning were used to examine the forms of Cr in the soils. Result The results of DCB extraction and electron probe scanning
showed that Cr in latosols was mainly combined with iron oxides and silicates. Acidification by hydrochloric acid and
complexation by citric acid promoted the dissolution of Cr from the soils. However, even in 1 mol-L™" hydrochloric acid, only
3.68% and 3.54% of total Cr was dissolved from the latosols of Hainan 3 and Guangdong 9, respectively, suggesting that Cr in
latosols is stable and presents a low environmental risk. The oxidation of Cr(lll) was observed in the soils during a 42-day
incubation experiment. Based on the net production of Mn (II'), Cr(VI) content, and organic matter content, it is probable that the
Cr(VI) generated in the soils might be reduced to Cr(1ll) again by soil organic matter. The results of the batch experiment showed
that the exogenous Cr(Ill) was oxidized to Cr(VI) in the latosols with organic matters removed, and the amount of Cr(lll)
oxidized was determined by the content of easily reducible Mn( Il /IV) oxides in the soils. With the increase of suspension pH, the
oxidized amount of Cr(Ill) increased firstly, reached the largest amount at pH 4.5 and then decreased. At this pH, only 1.48% of
Cr(Il) added was oxidized to Cr(VI). Although exogenous Cr(Ill) can be oxidized to Cr(VI) by soil Mn(Il[/IV) oxides in the
latosols, the percentage of Cr(Ill) oxidized to Cr(VI) in the latosols was small, indicating that the risk of exogenous Cr(Ill)
oxidization in the soils was very low. Conclusion Despite the high contents of background Cr and easily reducible Mn (1ll/IV)
oxides in the latosols, the dissolution of Cr and oxidation of Cr(Ill) were difficult. This shows that under the experimental
conditions, it was not easy to convert Cr(Ill) to Cr(VI) through oxidation reactions, therefore, the risk of background Cr in
latosols is low.

Key words: Latosol; Background chromium; Dissolution of soil Cr; Cr(Ill Joxidation; Fe and Mn oxides
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Table 1 Basic physicochemical properties of 17 latosols

KRR N AHUE B TscHuR UFES Fe0y  UFEY ALOs  UFES MO BiAJE Mn BCr
Sampling j:i% ot Organic matter/ CEC/ Free Fe,0s/ Free A1,O5/ Free MnO/  Easy reducible Total Cr/
location sotlpft (gkg!) ( mmol-kg™) (gkg") (gkg!) (gkg') Mo/ (gkg') (mmolkg')
= 1 5.30 16.88 107.21 170.59 16.11 1.62 0.56 1.56
R 1 4.86 22.97 97.78 150.51 23.23 1.62 0.48 8.85
M 2 4.93 12.08 75.95 138.73 17.03 1.45 0.26 5.40
M 3 5.71 15.65 115.40 128.36 14.37 3.80 1.74 9.98
M 4 5.27 23.72 133.39 91.04 10.11 1.98 0.62 6.03
M 5 4.77 23.97 62.70 129.41 13.61 0.93 0.15 4.51
M 6 5.34 19.51 144.60 126.70 22.74 3.26 1.31 9.73
IR 4.81 27.20 107.43 112.58 24.19 1.29 0.38 4.72
&R 2 5.76 12.68 101.00 121.50 13.38 2.07 0.76 5.84
&R 3 5.70 14.71 127.10 111.33 12.27 1.85 0.65 9.10
7R 4 5.93 33.06 83.40 127.82 11.06 2.51 1.08 6.06
&S 6.62 14.54 168.56 133.16 11.69 7.95 4.36 11.54
"7 6 6.36 30.51 167.24 114.88 10.92 2.78 1.52 13.17
"R T 5.97 10.39 135.09 126.58 12.63 2.20 0.97 6.08
78 6.73 21.09 136.56 129.64 13.13 2.16 0.62 5.50
J7HR9 6.52 21.05 136.41 129.47 13.25 2.21 0.61 3.99
I 7 10 5.15 23.75 135.68 135.59 12.52 2.13 0.59 5.94

O=W®, Yunnan; ¥ Hainan; J 4, Guangdong.
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Fig. 1 Contents of Cr in latosols of Yunnan 1, Hainan 3, Hainan 4, Guangdong 6 and Guangdong 9 extracted by DCB and H,0,
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Fig.2 Mappings of interesting elements obtained by EPMA in the latosol of Guangdong 6 ( COMPO: backscattered component, Ave: average )
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Fig.3 Content of Cr and supernatant pH in latosols of Hainan 3 and Guangdong 9 extracted by hydrochloric acid and citric acid with various
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Fig. 4 Contents of Cr ( VI ) and net production of Mn ( II ) in latosols during a 42-day incubation
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Fig. 5 Effect of equilibrium solution pH on oxidation of Cr ( Il ) in latosols with organic matters removed
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Fig. 6 Effect of adding MnO, on oxidation of Cr ( Il ) in latosols with organic matters removed
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