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ON THE BASIC CATEGORIES OF SOIL CLASSIFICATION OF
RED EARTH IN KINHWA BASIN, CHEKIANG

Hsi Cuen-raN, Chou Ming-cuung, Tu Kuo-Hwa AnD Hsu MAN-LEE

(Institute of Soil Science, Academia Sinica)

Summary

The present paper deals with further classifying the soil basic types of red earth
developed from the red clay materials of Quaternary era in Kinhwa basin, Chechiang
Province. In this region the red earth lies on the gentlely rolling to undulating topo-
graphy about 8 to 50 meters above the main river course. Most of the soils are covered
under shrubs and grasses. Owing to the variation of soil properties, the capability of
utilization of these soils is quite different. Some of them become more fertile and give
good harvests after cultivation; but some of them lose their fertility due to severe erosion
after successive plantation. Twelve basic types of red earth are classified on the basis
of the following variations:

1. Variation in parent materials.

2. Variation caused by plant associations.

3. Variation due to erosion.

4. Variation brought about by human activities.

Details of these variations are discussed in the text.



