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Table 1 Pedon patterns derived from different textural layers of fluvo-aquic soil
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Note: 1. 1 uniform pattern, @ subuniform pattern, T-——thick layer pattern, L substradum
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2. The further from the dotted line, the more significant of the textural grade.
3. Three layered patterns are not listed in the table 1.
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ON THE CLASSIFICATION OF BASIC CATEGORIES
OF FLUVO-AQUIC SOILS

Du Guo-hua, Zhou Ming-cong, Wang Hao-qing and Fan Ben-lan
(Institute of Soil Science, Academia Sinios, Nanjing)

Summary

The fluvo-aquic soils widely distributed in the great plain of north China are deve-
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loped on the recent alluvium under the influence of seasonal fluctuation of ground-
water. Owing to the variation of texture and water regime of soil the degree of soil
development is quite different, which leads the occurrence of the different patterns of
land use. The present article deals with the study on the classification of basic catego-
ries of fluvo-aquic soils.

The soil families of fluvo-aquic soils are mainly disting uished on the basis of the
texture of alluvium on which the soils are developed, and the textural profile may
reflect the characteristics of soil formation processes, the distribution and location of
genetic horizons and the hydrological conditions, and these characteristics can influence
the development and utilization of the soils.

The soil species of the soils are classified on the basis of the kinds, depth, location
and arrangement of characterized horizons in the profile and the patterns of solum strue-
ture with distinct difference in development and fertility of the soils.

The characterized horizons which may constitute different patterns of solum
structure include the textural horizons and special horizons. The textural horizons
are the fundamental components of the solum structure of the soils, they are divided
into six grades in accordance with the different property in texture, while the special
horizons are characterized by their unique morphological fertures, e.g., buried relict
layer, lime concretion layer, peat or muck layer, and anthropic epipedon ete. Due to
the different arrangement and composition of the characterized horizons, various pat-
terns of soil solum structure are formed.

The delimitation of the horizons in soil solum is also discussed in this paper.



