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Table 1 Scveral profiles in hill and mountain area of Zhejiang,

o
WE | M A Relict BR i RE | t@
g Parent Parent (cm) Soil
No. Locality E ﬁ( 5‘ W OB rock materials | Vegetation| Thickness| colour
Type | altade | S'oP€
10—25 =8
-2 |z | BB L w0 so0 | BEE | g mmsas| 25-80 | wa
>80 lﬁ]_l:'
0—20 3
8102 | THeE | {EWL 450 5° pid- o RE RE
20—59 | BERL
0—20 b 30
206 | HTENX| KR 20 100 | EXBE| RE || 20| 4
45—70 | sk
0—20 PRI
205 "k = AL AE RE AL AL 20-50 ) #
' 50—80 | Ry
20—60 | BT
) . \ #/EE | ALD _
66-2 | Hired| RLE 30 5 BHE | Ier | BEg | 0| RE
84—120 | RHE
0—30 &
66-3 B Ok HE ALt RE Akt ALt RE 30—50 | L
S0—70 | i
3—15(, =
8104 | fJNEtRR | ®RE | 1100 30° PHE | BER | DREK | 1540 %@
40—80 | e
EAATH 0—15]| =
(145, - -
127 ARICIL L i 1360 20° KMEE Rt Dl—;;4.)8M. 15—40 | o
:5cm
40—80 | g
0—15 | &k
1921923-: EREMN AL 800—1000] 15—30° | JERi# B& 15—45 | maia
45701 %
R EMSE 1035 &
. . BRLRL mam
] #en 420 —
xA waeE | AE 1 28 MR 5 FaF | ¥ mw
5590 | ®e&

* SRR TR EF N SR ES MREREA LS

o RELRHH LIRSV R, B IREES R ES R 3 4 p 117,

* ERILSEME RN LEERERY, L



AT N

Fujian, Anhui and Guizhou Proviences
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"Table 2 T otal content analysis of the yellow colour earth and red colour carth
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OPINION ON GENETIC CLASSIFICATION OF YELLOW EARTH

Ye Zhongjie
(Zhejiang Forestry College)

Summary

The problem of genetic classification of yellow earths has been mentioned by the
writer in the report ‘‘A Soil Survey on the Jiulong Mountain of Zhejiang Province’’.
However, up to the present, some points regarding the characteristics, genesis, distribu-
tion or even physical and chemical properties of yellow earth still remains confused. It
is worth studying whether yellow earth is the produet of moist climate, or it is formed
from the hydration of ferric oxide.

It is suggested that yellow earth should be merged with the red earth into one
great group of yellow-red earth in the classification system, in view of the failure to find
significant criteria to distinguish the yellow earth from the red earth, the typical pri-
mary yellow earth has not been discovered in southern China, where only the secondary
yellow-red earth derived from the paleo-red clay could be found. Some soils of yellow
colour may be due to the mineral composition of the parent rocks, but not the influence
of humid climate. Under normal pressure and temperature conditions, the hydrated iron
oxide is difficult to be dehydrated, and iron oxide is also difficult to be hydrated. There-
fore in nature there exists neither a model formula of soil genesis as yellow brown
earth-yellow earth-red earth, nor a soil zone of yellow earth.

In the mountain areas of southern China, there is a wide distribution of the paleo-
red clay soil, which greatly influence the forestation of this region,

It is proposed that the classification of the yellow earth should be based on its soil
genetic properties under actual eondition, but not be over-stressed on its zonality. After
all, the formation of red earth ane yellow earth as well as their mutual changes still
remain puzzling.



