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REVIEW OF CHINESE SOIL CLASSIFICATION FOR
THE PAST FOUR - DECADES

Gong Zitong

(The Institute o Soil Science. Academia Simica. Naniing)

Summary

Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, soil classification has been improv-
ed. There have been at least nine soil classification systems that cover whole soils in china.
‘Three periods can be distinguished: At the early period 1950’s, C. F. Marbut’s system was
adopted, and in this system greatr soil group was used as the basic unit and soil series as the
fow category and Shandong brown soils which only occured in China, Sajong (calcic concre-
tion) black soils and paddy soils were included. Genetic soil classification system was in-
troduced in 1954, and since then, some new great groups such as yellow-brown soils, black
soils, Baijiang (abic) soils and lateritic red earths were proposed. Afterwards, with the gen-
eral soil survey on cultivated soils, paddy soils was enriched, Cha (fluvo-aquic) soils warped
irrigated soils and Lou (stratified old manured lossial) soils were distinguished as independent
great groups and a lot of new great groups were proposed. In recently years, chinese soil
taxonomic classification, wich is based on the diagnostic horizons and characteristics of abun-
dant soil types in china, is being developed, bu: perhaps a long time would be needed to make

it perfect.



