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Fig. 1 "N tracing model for analysis of gross soil N transformation rates
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Table 1  Soil properties (0 ~20 cm ) of the paddy field and the vineyard in the Taihu Lake region of China

, E3 _
2 NH;-N NO;-N
T pH Total C Total N C/N ( ke ( e ')
ype mg Kg mg Kg
(gkg_]) (gkg'l)
TR fe Ve
5.74 = 0.01b 2.15 = 0.02a 0.22 + 0.00a 9.77 = 1.1a 7.8 £ 1.2b 37.0 £ 1.2a
Rice paddy
] 2 el
5.14 + 0.07a 2.00 = 0.01a 0.19 = 0.01a 10.53 + 0.9a 4.7 £ 0.7a 81.3 + 1.5b

Grape orchard

TE . R IFAT A ) 5% Bk 2 7 A 22 58 VR AR T 2 el L SJEAR IO R0 R B L Al A R 2% 22 5 (p < 0.05) Note: Different

letters within the same line denote significantly differences between the paddy field and the vineyard (p < 0.05)
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Fig. 2 Measured ( dotted line ) and model-fitted ( solid line ) values of concentration and °N abundance of the NH; in the soils (0~ 20

cm ) of the paddy field (a and b ) and the vineyard (¢ and d) in the Taihu Lake region of China
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Fig. 3 Measured ( dotted line ) and model-fitted ( solid line ) values of concentration and "°N abundance of the NOj in

the soil (0 ~20 cm ) of the paddy field (a and b ) and the vineyard ( ¢ and d ) in the Taihu Lake region of China
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Table 2 Gross N transformation rates in the soils (0 ~20 e¢m ) of the paddy field and the vineyard in the Taihu Lake region of China

AR
SR N transformation rate
Parameter (mgkg'd™")
TEZ 4 VEA B Rice paddy %5 b Grape orchard
SR My
39+1.0a 4.52£1.02a
Total gross N mineralization
NH;-NFME Ty
0.56 +0.09a 0.017 £0.001b

NH; immolization
NH-NWEFH Ay
NH; adsorption
NH;-NA#E Ry
NH; released
H IR Oyug
Autotrophic nitrification

IR Oy

Heterotrophic nitrification

0.061 +0.009a

0.008 +0.003b

13.65 £ 0.04b

0.000 + 0.000a

NO;-N[F1E Tyos

NO; immolization

NO;-NFALIAB TR EE Dyos

Dissimilatory NOj reduction to NH;

0.000 = 0.000a

1.40 £ 0.49a

0.000 + 0.000b

2.238 +£0.297a

15.85 £ 0.39a

0.000 + 0.000a

0.004 £ 0.000a

2.00 +£0.38a

1) Bwfe, HEREEMAREEAVINT L f; NH-N[Ff, NH;-NEDEA G E AT PR R RS E A MLEE Z A
NH;-Nf#W, NH;-NMPHES Fac B s e ; NHI-NUZHE, NH;-NW 2] BB Fac el b b [ 3Rk, NHI-N&AL INO-NK 2
B SFRMk, BREALASEIL INO-NEIEFE; NO-NRML, NO-NFEL#E AR EEAILEE:; NO;-NSALIR R M EMN: Sum

of My,.. ( mineralization of recalcitrant organic—=N (N,..) to NH;) and My, ( mineralization of labile organic—=N ( Ny, ) to NH;) ; Tyy:

Inia-nwee (immobilization of NH} to Ny, ) and Iy, n., (immobilization of NH; to N,..) ;5 Ry, release of adsorbed NH}; Ay, adsorption

of NH} on cation exchange sites; Oy, oxidation of NH} to NO3; Oy,.., oxidation of recalcitrant organic—=N to NO; ( heterotrophic

nitrification ) ; Iyp;, immobilization of NOj to recalcitrant organic—N and Dyo;, dissimilatory NO3 reduction to NH; ( DNRA )
2) FHHIFAT I BYAS [R] B 7R RG22 Je VR AR T RN 4 46 )+ AR N R R AL R A 5 2 5% (p < 0.05) Different letters within the

same line denote significantly differences between the paddy field and the vineyard (p < 0.05)
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Fig. 4 N,O emission rate in the paddy field and the vineyard in

the Taihu Lake region of China
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effects of Conversion of Paddy Field into Vineyard on Soil Nitrogen Transformation in the
Taihu Lake Region of China

WANG Jing ZHANG Jinbo'
(School of Geography Sciences, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210023, China; Jiangsu Provincial Key Laboratory of

CAI Zucong

Materials Cycling and Pollution Control, Nanjing 210023, China; Jiangsu Center for Collaborative Innovation in Geographical

Abstract

Information Resource Development and Application, Nanjing 210023, China )

In response to the growing demand for fruits, farmers in the Taihu Lake region are rushing

to convert paddy fields into fruit orchards in recent years. Changes in land-use and management may affect or

alter physico-chemical properties of the soil, and hence cycling of soil N and fate of N fertilizer. Up to date,

little has been reported on quantification of effects of changes in land use on soil N gross transformation rate,

besides some works that have been mainly focused on effects of the conversion of non-agricultural land into

agricultural land, and rarely on the effects of the conversion from one type to another type of agricultural

land use. In the Taihu Lake region, paddy fields under rice-wheat crop rotation and orchards coverted

from paddy fields are the two typical types of agricultural land-use, which differ sharply in water regimes
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( periodically waterlogged for paddy fields and water-unsaturated for orchards ) and fertilizer management
(no input of organic manure for paddy fields and combined application of chemical fertilizer and organic
manure for orchards ) . Therefore, gross N processes (e.g., nitrification and denitrification ) in the soils
under the two types of land use also differ sharply, as affected by their different aeration conditions and
fertilizer managements. The paddy field under rice-wheat crop rotation and the vineyard converted from
paddy field under study are located in the upper-streams of the Zhushan Bay Catchment in the Taihu Lake
Region of China. Gross transformation rates of soil N under the two types of land use were measured using
the "N tracing technique combined with the Markov Chain Monte Carlo ( MCMC ) algorithm-based numerical
optimization model, and effects of the conversion on soil N supply and N retention capacity were investigated.
Results show that the conversion reduced soil pH ( from 5.74 in paddy field to 5.14 in vineyard, on average )
and contents of soil organic C and total N, though not much. In the soils of the paddy field and vineyard,
the inorganic—N pools were dominated with nitrate, with NH;/NO; being 0.26 and 0.06, respectively, and
the gross N mineralization rate ( mineralization of labile and recalcitrant soil organic matter ) was N 3.90
mg kg™ d™" and 4.52 mg kg™ d”', respectively. Obviously the differences between the two were not very sharp.
In the paddy field, the gross NH; assimilation rate was 0.56 mg kg™' d™', accounting for only 14% of the total
NH; produced, while in the vineyard it was almost negligible. The gross N autotrophic nitrification rate in the
vineyard was 15.85 mg kg™' d”', significantly higher than that ( 13.65 mg kg™ d™') in the paddy field, while
the gross heterotrophic nitrification rate and NO; assimilation rate were both negligible in both soils. Through
fitting with the MCMC algorithm—based numerical optimization model, consumption of NOj in the soils was
found to have two pathways, namely assimilation of NO; and dissimilatory reduction of NO; to NH; ( DNRA ) .
However, in both of the soils, NO; assimilation was not detected, turning DNRA into the major pathway of
NO3 consumption, moreover, the two soils did not differ much in DNRA rate. The ratio of total nitrification
to gross NH; assimilation ( N/NA ) in the soil was 24 in the paddy field and 793 in the vineyard, indicating
that ammonia oxidizing bacteria are stronger than heterotrophic nitrifiers in competition for NH;, and hence
autotrophic nitrification is the dominant fate of NH;, especially in the vineyard. On the whole, the conversion
of paddy field into vineyard significantly affects soil autotrophic nitrification, increasing the N autotrophic
nitrification rate in the soil, but its influence on NH; assimilation rate was almost negligible, thus making
autotrophic nitrification the only fate for NH; in the vineyard. The decreased NH;, assimilation rate and the
increased autotrophic nitrification rate in the vineyard enhanced NOj accumulation in the soil, which may in
turn increase the risk of N leaching and losing with runoff. It is recommended that nitrification inhibitor and/or
organic manure high in C/N ratio should be applied to mitigate the risk.

Key words Gross soil N transformation rate; N tracing; Land use; Soil nitrogen retention capacity
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