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The Fate of Fertilizer Nitrogen under Different Straw Returning Methods in
Maize Field of Black Soil

WU Mengna, WANG Shaojie’, LAN Chang, YAN Xu, FENG Guozhong, GAO Qiang

(College of Resources and Environment, Key Laboratory of Straw Comprehensive Utilization and Black Soil Conservation, Ministry of
Education, Jilin Agricultural University, Changchun 130118, China)

Abstract: [ Objective ] Investigating the fate of fertilizer nitrogen in a two-season crop system under different straw returning
methods can provide an important basis for nitrogen management under black soil protection. [ Method ] This study conducted a
SN micro-plot experiment in 2020—2021 at Lishu County of Jilin Province using the "N tracer technique. Three straw-returning
methods were set up: no straw returning(CK), straw deep tillage returning(DTS) and straw mulching with no tillage(NTS). Under

each method, two nitrogen levels were set: 180 kg-hm 2(N1)and 270 kg-hm 2(N2). [ Result ] At maturity stage, 38.0%-46.8% and
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12.9%-18.6% of plant nitrogen in the current season and the second season were derived from °N labeled nitrogen fertilizer,
respectively, and fertilizer nitrogen was mainly distributed in grains (59.8%-68.5% in the current season and 59.3%-79.6% in the
second season). The utilization, residual and loss rates of fertilizer nitrogen in the current season were 32.4%-43.9%,
32.8%-51.4% and 13.2%-32.7%, respectively. The NTS combined with an appropriate amount of nitrogen fertilizer (180 kg-hm?)
significantly increased the utilization rate of fertilizer nitrogen by 29.5%, while DTS significantly increased the residual rate of
fertilizer nitrogen in soil by 18.6%. Also, the utilization and loss rates of fertilizer nitrogen in the second season were 8.5%-14.9%
and 5.1%-14.6%, respectively. The cumulative utilization, residual and loss rates were 40.9%-58.8%, 10.4%-26.4% and
18.4%-47.3%, respectively. Compared with CK, NTS treatment significantly increased fertilizer nitrogen utilization efficiency by
18.3% (N1) and 45.9% (N2) in the second season, while the DTS treatment significantly increased fertilizer nitrogen utilization
efficiency in the second season by 42.3% under N2. For the total fate of fertilizer nitrogen in two crops, compared with CK, NTS
treatment significantly increased the cumulative utilization efficiency of fertilizer nitrogen by 26.4% (N1) and 21.8% (N2), while
DTS treatment significantly increased the total residual rate of fertilizer nitrogen by 64.0% (N1) and 72.9% (N2). In addition, the
NTS and DTS treatments significantly reduced the total losses of fertilizer nitrogen. Compared with N2, the N1 treatment
significantly increased the utilization and residual rates of fertilizer nitrogen and reduced the loss rate of fertilizer nitrogen in two
seasons. [ Conclusion ] Straw mulching combined with an appropriate amount of nitrogen fertilizer is beneficial to improve
fertilizer use efficiency while straw deep plowing is more conducive for the maintenance of fertilizer nitrogen in the soil,
especially under high nitrogen application rate, and increases the use efficiency by next crop. Both straw mulching and straw deep
plowing could significantly reduce nitrogen loss.

Key words: "°N Tracer; Straw returning; Nitrogen application rate; Fate of fertilizer nitrogen; Residual effects
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2.1 HEHEERERERREEKERENSS
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2020 4F NTS # DTS j= 2 i #H#5 14.3%, 1 2021

AR A AL IR JC 1 35 25 S o LD EOK Ml 1 T R
4 160.1 ~228.7 kg-hm? ( 2020 ) 1 163.5~
222.6 kg'hm * (2021), 5 CK #H, NTS 4b#H F >k
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Table 1 Ratio of nitrogen source from '°N labeled urea (Ndff,) and soil (Ndfs) under different straw returning methods and nitrogen application
rate

FPk B A
Ndff,
o ) - Ndfs Grain yield Total nitrogen uptake
ALY FEFFE HOr 1%
/% (2020) / (kg-hm™) / (kg'hm™)
2020 2021 2020 2021 2020 2021
N1 CK 38.0b 13.8a 62.0a 10 395b 11 073a 160.1b 163.5b
DTS 38.0b 13.7a 62.0a 10 735b 10 808a 167.3b 172.6b
NTS 40.3a 12.9a 59.7a 12 527a 11 390a 195.9a 207.5a
N2 CK 46.8a 13.4b 53.2b 11 303ab 12 519a 186.8b 170.4b
DTS 46.3ab 18.6a 53.7ab 11 138b 11913a 223.5a 174.8b
NTS 44.1b 15.1b 55.9a 12 473a 11 821a 228.7a 222.6a

T [ —FUARE/NG FRER R TEARRDE F S W RS FFE 7 208 22 57 3% (P <0.05), Ndff,: AP AR K T ICRHE M 65
Ndfs: MRAZE R T LA B] . T 1A, Note: The different lowercase letters in the same column indicated that there were significant
differences between different straw-returning methods under the same nitrogen application rate ( £<0.05 ) . Ndff,: The proportion of nitrogen
in plants derived from fertilizer; Ndfs: The proportion of nitrogen in plants derived from soil. The same as below. (DNitrogen treatment,

(2Straw returning method.

MAFZNLHET S, 5 NUAHLL, N2ABE  $2& 728 AR 5 AR B0 Ak BT A bR 2Ok
FIICY AR EORIE TIORAA L], JF R TR AR AR s,
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The distribution of "N in maize organs /%

. N1: fti%& & 180 kg-hm?, N2: Jli%& & 270 kg-hm?, CK: KFEFFLH, DTS: HEAEH, NTS: ##i@EmEM, R, Note:
N1: Nitrogen application rate 180 kg-hm 2, N2: Nitrogen application rate 270 kg-hm 2, CK: No straw returning, DTS : Straw returning with

deep plowing, NTS: Straw mulching with no-tillage. The same below.

E 1 ARFEFFEE R Y206 A R N bRic ZUIETE 6 2R R 4525 B 1 o A
Fig. 1 Distribution of "°N labeled nitrogen fertilizer applied in different straw returning methods in different organs of crop plants in two
seasons
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Fig. 2 Distribution of residual '°N fertilizer in 0-100 cm soil layer after maize harvest
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— IR 5 2T, 5% B 30 it 2 f 8 i A1
PR R EMI S HENSECIF £, £ 0~
240 kg-hm ™ (G IRIN , Bt RUTE A 1 in 028 A IR A
I FH R0 13 5% B R AR, T R R e 2 R
Fg S0 R W], SRR R 360 kg-hm > A
Fo, JtiE A 120 kg-hm 2 5% B 3R L 2 24.4%, 1
RRNEML 45%, SARMFREER (F2) —8, F£
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Table 2 Fate of "N-labeled nitrogen fertilizer applied in the current season under different straw returning methods and nitrogen application
rates in the two-season crop system

il N ke
SN 4k 7 AT H R Utilization rate/% Residual rate/% Loss rate/%
2020 2021 LE:S . 2020 2021 2020 2021 AR EERY
N1 CK 33.9b 12.6b 46.5b 41.9b 16.1c 24.2a 13.2a 37.4a
DTS 35.4b 13.1b 48.5b 51.4a 26.4a 13.2b 11.9a 25.1b
NTS 43.9a 14.9a 58.8a 42.8b 22.8b 13.3b 5.1b 18.4b
N2 CK 32.4a 8.5b 40.9b 34.9b 11.8b 32.7a 14.6a 47.3a
DTS 38.3a 12.1a 50.4a 39.7a 20.4a 22.0b 7.2¢ 29.2¢
NTS 37.4a 12.4a 49.8a 32.8b 10.4b 29.8a 10.0b 39.8b
e @Nitrogen treatment, (2Straw returning method, (®Total amount of two years.
S % ik ( References )
3 45 ik
[ 1] National Bureau of Statistics. China statistical
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